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made their dolefull complaints every where as the 

went , Bhs albeit the. World did begin to profeiſe 
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pag. 65. and a proceeding ann oi aich. The differen. | 
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ſcarcely 


| (15) 
* ſcarcely was there found any one of them, the forge 
* of whoſe braine was not _ with ſome ſpeciall 
* * myſtery, Whereupon, although their mutuall con- 
| rentions were moſt fiercely proſecuted among them- 
ſelves, yet whenthey came to defend the common 
cauſe, common to them all againſt the Adverſarics 
of their factions, they had wayes to lick one another 
whole, the ſounder in his owne perl waſion excuſing 
The deare Bret hren, which were not ſo farre en- pag; 25. 
lightned, and 8 a charitable hope of the 
mercy of God towards them, notwithſtanding their 
ſwarving from him in ſomethings. Their owac Mi- pag. 71. 
niſters they highly magnifyed, as men whoſe vocati- 
on was from God:the reſt, their manner was diſdain. £8124: 
fully to terme Seribes and Phariſees, to accompt 
their calling an humane creature, and to detaine the 
people, as much as might be, from hearing of them. pag. 764. 
As touching Baptiſme adminiſtred in the Church 
of Rome, they judged to be an execrable mockery, 
and. no Baptiſme, both, becauſe the Miniſters there- 
of in the Papacy are wicked Idolaters, lewd perſons, 
Thee ves and Murderers, curſed creatures, ignorant 
beaſts; and allo, that for to baptize is a proper action 
belonging unto none but the Church of Chriſt, 
whereas Rome is Antichriſts Synagogue, The cu. 
ſtome of uſing Cod. fat hers and God-mothers at 
Chriſtnings they {corned. apt iq ing of Infants, al- 8. 
though confeſt by themſelves to have been continu- 
ed even ſithence the very Apoſtles one times, yet 
they altogether condemned, partly, becauſe ſundry 
C errouts 


pag. 748. 


bog. 318. 


pag.7 2.3, 


pag. 688. 


pag. 123. 


(16) 
errour ave of no lefle antiquity « and partly becauſe 
there is no commandement in the Gofpel of Chrift 
oy ſaith Baptize Infants, bur he contrariwile fay- 

ng, Goc preach 2 1:Je, doth appoint that the 
Minifterof Bapti all in that action Hen firſt admĩ- 
niſter doctrine, — then Baptiſme, as alſo in ſaying, 
whoſoever doth believe and f Tea, he appointeth 


that the perſon, to whom Ba lane is admmiſtred, 


ſhall firſt beleeve, and then be Baprized; to the end 


that beJceving may goe before this Sacrament in the 
rectiver, no otherwiſe then preaching in the us 
ſith equally in both, the law of C H Chriſt dec lareth, not 
only what things are required, but alſo in what or. 
der they are required. The Fuchariſt they received 


(pretending our Lord and Saviours example) after 


Supper-and for avoyding all thoſe impieties which 
have beene grounded upon the myſtical words of 


_ Chriſt,7hs is my body this is my blond, they thought 


it not ſafe to mention either body or blood in tfiat 
Sacrament, but rather to abrogate both, 
no words bur theſe, Tate, eas, declare the death of onr 
Lord, Drinke, ſhew forth our Lords death. 

In Rites and Ceremonies their profeſſion was, ha. 


tred of all conformity with the Church of Rome: ſor 


which cauſe they would rather endure any torment, 
then obſerve the ſolemne ſeſtiwalls which others did, 


in aſmuch as Antiehriſt (they ſaid) was the firſt In. 
ventor of them. 


10. The pretended end of their Civill Reforma- 
tion was, that Chriſt might have dominion over all, 


that 


and to uſe 


(17) 
that all Crownes; and Scepters might bee throwne 
downe at his feet; that no ather might raigne over 
Chriſtianmen but he; no Regiment keepthem in awe 
but his diſcipline; amongſt them no ſword at all to 
be carried beſides his, the ſword of Spirituall Ex- 
communication. For this cauſe they laboured with- 
all their might in overturning the Seates of Ma- 
giſtracy, becauſe Chriſt hath ſaid, Kings of Nati. 
ans; in aboliſhing the execution of luſtice, becauſe 
Chriſt hath ſaid,reſſt not evil; in forbidding Oathes 
the neceſſary meanes of ludiciall Tryall , becauſe 
Chriſt hath ſaid, Sweare not at «lfinally, in bringi 


in community of goods, becauſe Chriſt by his Apo- 78.545. 


ſtles hath given the World ſuc hexample, to the end 
that men might excell one another, not in wealth, 
the pillar ot ſecular authority, but in vertue. 

11 · Theſe men at the firſt were only pittied in their 
errour, and not much withſtood by any; the great 
bumility,zeale and devotion,which appeared to bee 
in them was in all mens opinion a pledge of their 
harmleſſe meaning. The hardeft that men ot ſound 


Page 


pag. 341. 


49. 


Iudgement conceived ot them, was but this, o quam Lafarr. 


honefla voluntat e miſeri errant; with how good 4 
meaning theſe poore ſoules doe evilll Luther made re. 
queſtunto Frederick Duke of Saxony, that within 
his domijniontbey might be favourably dealt with 


and ſpared, for that ( their errour exempted) they J. 10.5. 
ſeemed otherwiſe right good men. By meanes o“! 


which mercitull toleration they gathered ſtrength, 
much more then was ſafe for the ſtate of the Com. 
Q 2 mon- wealth 


pag- 6. 


Pag. 4. 29. 


Pag. 55. 


Pag. 6. 7. 


(18) 3 
mon · wealth wherein they lived. They had their ſe. 
cret corner. meetings and aſſemblies in the night, the 
people flocked unto them by thouſands. The means 


whereby they both allured. and retained ſo great 
multitudes were moſt effectuall; firſt, a wonderfull 
ſhew of zeale towards God, wherewith they ſeem- 
ed to bee even. rapt in every thing they ſpake. 
Secondly, an hatred of ſinne and a fingular love 
of integrity, which men did thinke to be muc li 
more then ordinary in them, by reaſon of the 
Cuſtome which they had to fill the eares of the 
people with invectives againſt their authorized 
Guids, aſwell Spirituall as Civill. Thirdly,” the 
bountytull releite wherewith they caſed the broken 
eſtate of ſuch needy Creatures as were in that re- 
ſpect the more apt to be drawne away. Fourthly, a 
tender Compaſſion which they were thought to take 
upon the miſeries ot the Common ſort, over whoſe 
heads their manner was, even to powre downe 
ſhowrs of teares, complaining that s reſpec? was had 
unto them, that their goods were devoured by wicked 
Cormorants, their perſons had in contempt, al liberty 
both temporall and ſpirituall taken from them, that it 
was high time for god now to heare their groanes and to 
ſend them deliverance: Laſtly, a cunning flight which 
they had to ſtroake and ſmooth up the minds of their 
followers, as well by appropriating unto them all 
the favourable Titles, the good words and the gra- 
tious promĩſies in Scripture; as alſo by caſting the 
contrary alwales on the heads gf ſuch as were ſever- 


red 


(19) 
ed from that retinue. Whereupon, the Peoples com. 
mon acclamations unto ſuch deceivers was, Theſe 
are werely the men of God, theſe are his true aud ſincere 
Prophets. If any ſuch Prophet or manof God did 
ſuffer by:order of law condigne and deſerved pu- 
niſhment, were it tor Fellony, Rebellion, Murder or 
what elſe, the people ( ſo ſtrangely were their hearts 


inchanted) as — 1% wa Saint Stephen had Pg. 17. 


bene againe Martyted, did lament that God tooke a- 
way his moſt deare ſervants from them. 

12. In all things beeing fully perſwaded, that 
what they did it was Obedience to the willof God, 
and that all men ſhould doe the like; there remain. 
ed after ſpeculation, practiſe, whereby the whole 
world thereunto (if it were poſſible) might be 


framed. This they ſaw could not be done without Pag 6. 


mighty oppoſition and reſiſtance: againſt whichto 
ſtrengthen themſelves, they ſecretly entred into a 
league of aſſociation, . And peradventure, conſider. 
ing that although they were many, yet long warrs 
would in time waſt them out; they began rothinke 
whether it might not be that God would have them 
doe for their ſpeedy and mighty increaſe, the ſame 
which ſometime Gods owne choſen people, the 
people of ſſraell did. Glad and faine they were to 
have it ſo: which very deſite was it ſelfe apt to 
breed both an opinion of poſſibility, and a willing- 
neſſe to gather arguments ot likely hood that ſo 
God himſelfe would have it. Nothing more cleare 
unto their ſeeming, then that 4 nem leruſalem beeing 

3 often 


(2p) 
often ſpoken ot in Scripsure, they undoubtedly were 
themſelves that new Jeraſalem, and the old did by 
way of a certaine figurative reſemblance ſigniſie 
what they ſhould bee and doe. Here they drew in a 
Sea of matter by applying of all things unto their 
owne e. which are any where ſpoken con- 
cerning divine favours, and benefits beſtowed upon 
the old common wealth of Iſraell, concluding that 
as jr aell was delivered out of Egypt, fo they ſpiritu- 
ally out of the Egypt of this Worlds ſervile thral- 
dome unto finne and ſuperſtition, as Iſrae ll was to 
root out the Idolatrous Nations, and to plant in- 
ſtead of them a people which feared God, ſo the 
lame Lords good will and pleaſure was now, that 
theſe new Iſraelites ſhould under the Conduct of o- 
ther Joſbuas, Sampſons, and Gideons performe a 
worke no leſſe miraculous in caſting out violent! 

the wicked from the earth, and eſtabliſhing the king- 
dome of Chriſt with pertect liberty: and therefore 
as the cauſe why the Childreri of Iſael tooke unto 
one man many wives, might be, leaſt che caſualties 
of warre ſhould any way hinder the promiſe of God 
concerning their multitude from takeing effect in 
them, ſo it was not unlikethat for the neceſſary pro- 
pagation of Chrifts kingdome under the Golpell, 
the Lord was content to allow aſmuch. Now what. 
ſoever they did in ſuch ſort collect out of Scriytore, 
when they came to juſtiſie or perſwade it unto o- 
thers, all was the heavenly fathers appointment, his 
commandement, his will and charge. Which thing is 


che 


(21) 
the point, in regard whereof I have gathered this 
declaration. For my purpoſe herein is to ſhew, 
that when the minds of men are once erronioufly 
perſwaded, that ĩt is the will of God to have thofe 
things done which they fancy their opinions are as 
thornes ia their ſides, never fuffering them to take 
ieſt till they have brought their ſpeculations into 
practiſeʒ the reſts & impediments of which practiſe, 
their reſtleſſe defire and ſtudy to remove, leaderh 
them every day forth by the hand into other more 
dangerous opinions, ſometimes quite and eleane 
contrary to their firſt pretended meanings; ſo as 
what will grow out of ſuch errours as goe maſked 
under the cloake of divine Authority, impoſſible it 
is that ever the witt of man ſhould imagine, till time 
have brought forth the fruits of them; for which 
cauſe it behooveth wiſdome to feare the ſequells 
thereof, even beyond all apparent cauſe of feare . 
Theſe men in whoſe mouthes at the firſt founded 
nothing but only mortification of the fleſh, were 
come at the length to thinke they might lawfully 
have their fix or ſeven Wives a pecce. They which 
at the firſt, thought judgement and juſtice it ſelfe a 
mercyleſſe cruelty; accompted at the length their 
owne hands ſanctified, with being imbrued in Chri. 
#ian blood; they, who at the firſt were wont to beat 
downeall dominion and to urge againſt poore Con- 
ſtables, Kings Nations, had at the length both Con- 
ſulls and Kings of their owne erection; finally, they 
which could not brooke at the firſt, that any man 

ſhould 


——̃ .;. ÜU§— —— — 


(22) 
ſhould ſeek , no not by law, the recovery of goods 
in juriouſly taken or withheld from him; were 
growne at the laſt to thinke, they could not offer un- 
to God more acceptable ſervice, then by turning 
their Adverſariescleane out of houſe and home, and 

pag. 4. by inriching themſelves with all kind of ſpoyle and 
pillage, which thing being layd to their charge, they 
had in all readineſſe their anſwer, that now the time 
was come, when 2 to our Saviours promiſe, 

Mat. 5.5. The meeke ones muſt inherit the earth, and that 
their title hereunto, was the ſame whichthe Righte- 

Brod. 11. 2. ous Iſraelites had unto the goods of the wicked E- 
gydtiaus. | 

13. Wherfore fith the World hath had in theſe 
men ſo freſh experience how dangetous ſuch active 
errours are, it muſt not offend you, though touching 
the ſequell of your preſent miſperſwaſions much 
more be doubted, then yout,owne intents and pur- 
poſes doe happily ayme at. And yet your words all- 
ready are ſomewhat, when ye affirme that your Pa- 

Mart: in hu Hours, Elders, Doctours, and Deacons, ought to bee in 
3. libel. P. 28. hi Church of England, whit her his Majeſty and 
our State will, or no, when for the animaring of your 
Confederates, yee publiſh the Muſters which yee 

have made of your one bands, and proclaimeto 

amount unto, I know not how many thouſands; 

when yee threaten, that fith neither ſuits tothe Pat- 

liament, vor ſupplications to our Convocation. 

Houſe, neither your defences by writing, nor challenges 

of diſputation in behalfe of that cauſe are able to pre- 
vayle, 


(33). 
vayle, wee muſt blame our ſelves, if to bring in diſci- 
pline ſome ſuch meanes bee uſed hereafter, as ſhall 


cauſe all our hearts to ate. That things doubtfull are n:mondr. in 
to be conſtrued in the better part, is a principle that the Preface. 


4 5 not to be followed in matters concerning the 
publique ſtate ofa Common. wealth. But howſoever 
theſe and the like ſpeeches be accompted as arrowes 
idly ſhot at randome, without either eye had to any 
marke, or regard to their lighting place: hath not 
your longing deftre for the practiſe of your diſci- 
pline, brought the matter already unto this demur- 
rer amongſt youzwhether the people and theirgodly 
Paſtours, that way affected, ought not to make ſepa- 
ration from the reſt, and to begin the exerciſe of di- 

ſeipline, without the licence of Civill powers, which 
licence they ſought for, and are not heard Upon 
which queſtion, as ye have now divided your ſelves, 
the warier ſort of you takeing the one part, and the 
torwarder in zeale the ot herʒ ſo incaſe theſe earneſt 

ones ſhould; prevaile?: what other ſequell can any 

wiſe man imagine, but this; that having firſt feſolv- 
ed, that attempts for diſcipline without ſuperiours, 
are lawtull, it will tollow inthe next place to be diſ- 
puted what may bee attempted againſt ſuperiours, 
which will not have the ſceptet of that diſcipline to 
rule over them: re 
14. Lea even by you, which have ſtayed your 
ſelves from running headlong with the other ſort, 
ſomewhat notwithſtanding there hath bene done, 
without the leave or likeing of your lawfull Superi- 
| D ours, 


( 24) 
ours, for the exerciſg-of a part of your diſcipline a- 
mongſt the Clergy thereunto addicted. And leaſt 
examination ot principall parties therein, ſhould 
bring thoſe things to light, which might hinder and 
let your proceedings; behold for a barre againſt 
that impediment, one opinionyec have newly added 
unto the reſt, even upon this occaſion, an opinionto 
exe mpt you tro takeing Oathes; which may turtie to 
the moleſtation of your Brethren in that cauſe, The 
next neighbour opinion, whereunto when occaſion 
requireth, may follow for diſpenſation with Qathes 
already taken, it they afterwards be found to im- 
port a neceſſity of detecting ought which may bring 
luch good men into trouble or damage whatſoever 
the cauſe bee. O merey full God! hat mans witt is 
there able to found the depth of theſe dangerous and 
fearfull evills, whereinto our weake and impotent 
nature is inc linable to finke it ſelfe, rather then to 
ſhew an acknowledgment of errour in that, which 
once wee have unadviſedly taken upon us to defend, 


againſt the ſtreame, as it were, of a contrary publique 


reſolutions Wherefore if wee any thing reſpect 
their errout, who being perſwaded even as yee are, 
have gone further upon that perſwation then yee al- 
lowe, if wee regard the preſent eſtate of the highe# 
Governor placed over us, if the quality and diſpo. 
ſition of our Nobles, if the Orders and Lawes of our 
famous Vui ver ſities, of the profeſſion of the Civil 
or the practiſe of the Common · Lam amongſt us, if the 
miſchie ves, whereinto even before our eyes, ſo ma- 


ny 


(25) 

ny others have fallen headlong from no leſſe plauſi- 
ble and faire beginings, then yours ate: there is in e- 
very of theſe conſiderations moſt juſt cauſeto feare, 
leaſt out haſtineſſe to imbrace a thing of fo peril- 
lous Conſequence, ſhould canſe poſterity. to feele 
thoſe evils, which as yet are more eaſy tor us to pre- 
vent, then they would be for them to remedy. 

15. The beſt and ſafeſt way therefore for you, 
my deare Brethren, is, to call your deeds paſt to a 
new reckoning, to examine the cauſe yee have taken 
in hand, and to try it even poĩnt by point, Argument 
by Argument, with all the diligent exactneſſe yee 
can, to lay aſide the Gall of that bitterneſſe where. 
in your minds have hitherto overabounded, and 
with meekneſſe to ſearch the Truth; thinke yee are 
men, deeme it not impoſſible for yee to erre; fifr un. 
partially your owne hearts, whether it bee the force 
of reaſon or vehemency of affection which hath - 
bred and ſtill doth feed theſe opinions in you, If 
truth doe any where manifeſt it ſelfe, ſeeke not to 
ſmother N. de luſion, acknowledge the 
greatneſſe theteof, and thinke it your beſt victory 
when the ſame doth prevaile over you. 4 

16. That yec have bene earneſt in ſpeaking and 
writing againe and againe the eontrary way, ſhall bee 
no blemiſh nor diſcredit at all unto you. Amongſt 
ſo many ſo huge volumes as the infinite paines of 
Saint Auguſtine hath brought forth, what onEhath 
gotten him greater love, commendation, and ho- 
nour then the bogke wherein he carefully * 
D 2 ts 


The Concl. 


lob. 39. 37. 


(26) 


hi om ne over ſig his, and {ancerely condemneth them: 


Many ſpeeches there ate of lobes, whereby his wil- 
domie and other vertues may appeare- but the glory 
of an ingenious mind hee hath, purchaſed by theſe 
words only, Behold, I will lay mine hand on wy 
mouth, I have ſpoken once; yet will I not therefore 
maintaine argument: yea twice, howbeit for that cauſe, 
further 1 will not proceede. Farte more comfort it 


were for us (ſo ſmall is the joy wee take intheſe 


ſtrifes) to labour under the ſame yoake, as men that 
locke after the ſame eternallreward of their lahours, 
ro bee injoyed with you in bands of indiſſoluble 
love and amity, to live as it ous perſons being many; 
our Soules were but one, rather thẽ in fuch diſmem- 
bred fort, to ſpend our few. & wretched dayes in a te- 
dious proſecutiõ of wearyſame contentions, the end 
whereof, if they have not ſome ſpeedy end will bee 
heavy even on both ſides, Brought already wee are, 
even to that eſtate, which Gregory Nazran;ene 
mournfully deſcribed, ſaying. wo 


G.Nog:Apol. © My mind leadeth mee (fil there is ne other re- 


medy,to fly and to convey my ſelſe into ſort corner out 
of fig ht, where I may ſcape from this cloudy tempe# of 
waliciouſneſie whereby all parts are entred into a dead. 
ly warre among ſi themſelves, and that little remnant 
of love which was, is now conſumed to not hing. The 
only godlyneſſe wee glory in, is te find out ſomewhat 
whereby wee may Judge others to bee ungodly, Each 
others faults wee obſerve, as matter of exprobration, 

and not of greife. By theſe meanes wee are 2 


ateful 


(27) 
hateful in the eyes of the heathens themſelves, and 
(which woundeth: us the more decpiy) able we are not 
to deny, but that wee have deſerved their batred, With 
the better ſort of our owne,our fame and Creditis cleane 
loft. The leſſe me are to marvaile,if they padge vi le. 
ly of ue, whb although wee did well, would hardly allow 
thereof. On. our backs they alſo build, that are 
lewd, and what wee object one againſt another the ſame 
they uſe to the utter ſcorne and diſgrace of ws all, This 
wee have gained by our mutuall home. diſfentions. This 
wee are worthyly rewarded with, which are more for. 
ward to ſtriue, then becometh men of vertuon and 
mild diſpeſition. But our truſt with the almighty is, 
that with us, contentions are now at their higheſt 
floate, and that the day will come (for what cauſe 
of diſpaire is there,) when the paſſions of former 
enmity being allayed, wee ſhall with ten times re- 
doubled tokens of our unfainedly reconciled love, 
ſhew our ſelves each towards other the ſame;which' 
loſeph and the Brethren of Ioſeph, were at the timeof 
their intervew in Egyet. Our comfortable expect- 
ation, and moſt Thirfty deſire vy hereof, what man ſo- 
ever amongſt you ſhall any wayes help to ſatis fie as 
wee truely hope there is no one amongſt you but 
ſome way or other will) the bleſſing of the God of 

ace, both in this world, and in the world to come, 
be upon him, more then the ſtarres of the firmament 
in number. AMEN. 


(48) 


L IB.5. 5. 79. ad fin. 


uch is the generall deteſtation of rob. 
Neg bing God ot the church; that where- 
PA as omar» «ry either in peaceor warre 
more uphold mens reputation then 
2 proſperous ſucceſſe, becauſe, in com. 

| mon conſtruction, unleſſe notorious / 
improbitie bee joyned with proſperity, it ſcemeth to 
argue favour with God, they which once have 
ſtained their hands with theſe odious ſpoiles, doe 
thereby faſten unto all their actions an eternall preju- 
diceʒin reſpect whereot, for that it paſleth through the 
world as an undoubted rule and principle, that ſacri- 
is open defiance to god, whatſoever afterward 

they vndertake, it they proſper in it, men reckon it but 
Dionyſius his navigation, and if anWthing befall 
them otherwiſe, it is not, as commonly, ſo in them 
aſcribed to the great uncertainty of caſuall events, 
wherein the providence of God doth controle the 
purpoſes of men, oftentimes much more for their 
good, then if all things did anſwere fully their hearts 
deſite, but the cenſure of the world is ever directly 


againſt 


(29) . 
againſt them, both ® bitter and peremptory. a Novingas 


: : multaregna 
To make ſuch actions therefore leſſe odious, and — co. 


to mitigate the envy of them, many colourable ſhifts vet we 237055 
and inventions have beene uſed, as if the world did rs th 1 


hate only wolves, and thinke the fox a godly crea-!iaveruar,re/+ 


ture. The time b it may bee will come, when they 7.50 . 


that either violently have ſpoiled, or thus ſmoothly eaverum wet 
defrauded God, ſhall finde they did but deceiveripuerune; 


themſelves. In the meane while, there will bee al A SE 
I 


wayes ſomeſkilfull perſons, which can teach a way a 
j 


how togrind treatably the Church, with jawes that 0. Ec- 
- | ele ſits eoram 
ſhall ſcarce move, and yet devoure in the end more ;3,2u pum = 


then they that come ravening with open mouth, as pugnantibus 


it they would worrie the whole in an inſtant. Others „e 29+ 


alſo who have waſtfully eaten out their owne patri- fortes in bela 
mony, would be glad to repaire if they might their ec a- 


5 a r tex 
decayed eſtates, with the ruine they cq̃te not of what, al a oi l 


nor of whom, ſo the ſpoiles were theirs, whereof in exticerunr,/ed 


ſome part if they happen to ſpeede, yet commonly +, ant * 


they are men borne under that conſtellation, which piures inter- 
maketh them, Iknow not how, as vnaptto eari@h ec vente. 


- themſelves as they are ready to impoveriſh others; & eg el, . 1 


it is rheir lot to ſuſtaine during life, both the miſery & quod pejus 
of beggars, and infamy of robbers. 3 2% regia ca- (| 
1 — leſtia per dide + 

But though no other plague and revenge ſhould tr, aue 
follow ſacrilegious violations of holy things, the propriss bere- 


1. ö n * ditatibus ca · 
naturall diſgrace and ignominy, the very tur pitude unf, . 


of ſuch actions in the eyes of a wiſe vnderſtanding ba#enus ca- 

rents verba 
Caroli Mag. in Capital. Caral. I. 7. c. 104. b Turno tempus erit magne cum optaverit 
emptum. intactum Pallanta, & cùm Folia iſta, diemq; Oderit. virgil. Een. lib. 10. 


heart 


; (30) 
ñheart, is it ſelfe ea heavy puniſhment.Menof vertuous 
. quality, are by this {ufficiently moved to beware, 
ble, how they anſwer and requite the mercyes of God 
dalla wie With injuries, whether openly or indirectly offered. 
ee By meanes whereof the church moſt common 


b. le, for gold hath flanell, and whereas the uſuall ſaw of 
ram non-aico 


— old was, Glaucas his changeing, the proverbe is now, 
ſæpe Perrum- 4 Church bargaine. 


9 And for feare left covetouſneſſe alone ſhould linger 
2 aer. out the time too much, and not bee able to make ha- 


biſſima eſt non vocke of rhe houſe of God, with thatexpedition 
vient. Cic. 


0 lb. 3. l- which the mortall enemy thereof did vehemently 
punitu credu Wiſh, he hath by certaine ſtrong inchauntments, ſo 


eequeinviſe deeply bewitcht religion it ſelfe, as to make it in the 
funt, aut ullum 


{applicium end an carneſt ſollicitor. and an eloquent perſwader 
gravius exiſt. Of ſacrilege, urging confidently, that the very beſt 
«mas publics ſetvice which men of power can doe to Chriſt, is 
odio? Senec de | | 


Benef. l. 3. c. Without any. mote ceremony, 4 to ſweepe all, and to 


17. d Hue ventum videtur (quod non fine gemitu dixer imlut magna bominum pars credat 
ſeſe tun demum vere regnum Antithriſti euaſiſſe i cum bonis Eccleſiæ ludant pro libitu. 
Calvin. Ep. 33 W ep. 3.65. 68. 108. vbi de hac ſacrilega diſſipat ione queritur., 
In the time o pery, the Church of Geneva Was very richly endowed with great re- 
venewes. At the reformation, Calvin and Fare il called upon the magiſtrates, as they | 
would an{wer it to God, to imploy all that holy ſtock only to pious and holy utes, al- 
Iureingt hem they could not any other wayes beſto any patt of it, without the guilt of 
horrible Sacrilege. (So it is a degree of Sactilege, any way ta alter the wills and in- 
tentions of founders, ſo far as they are tolerable,) They promiſed fairely; but haveing 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the goods and patrimony of the Clergy, they let apart ſome 
ſmall portions for the Umvexſity, and the miniſters,beſtowing the reſt in forti fieing their 
walls, and furniſning their magazine againſt the Biſhop ( the lord and owner of the 
tovvne) and other more baſe uſes. 1 * 
calvin ſeeing this Sacrilege, and deteſting it, was wont to ſay with great gtiefe, ee 
wee have taken the purſe from Judas, and given it to the Divell. Severall men of cre- 


dit have heard this related by a gtave learned French miniſter yet liyeing [or very lately) 
in England. - x 


leave 


(2;X 31) | 
leave the Church as bare, as in the day it- wha ict 
borne; that fulneſſe of bread haviog made the chil- 
dren of the houſchould wanton, it is without any 
ſcruple to be taken away from them, and throwne to 
doggs: that they which layd the prices of their lands, 
as offerings at the Apoſtles feet, did but ſow 
the ſeeds of ſuperſtition; that they which 
did endow Churches with lands , poy ſoned 
religion; that Tithes and oblations are now in 
the fight of God as the facrificed bloud of 
goates, that if wee give him our hearts, and affect. 
ons, our goods are better beſtowed otherwile; that 
Irenaus, Policarps diſciple, ſhould not have ſaid, wee 
offer unto God our goods, as tokens of thankfullneſſe for 
what wee doe receive;neither Origen, hee that — 
peth God, muit by guiſts and oblations ac knowledge 


him the Lord of all; in a word, that to give unto God 
is error, reformation of error, to take from the 
Church, that which the blindneſſe of former ages 
did unwiſely give. By theſe or the like ſuggeſtions 
reccived wich all joy and with like ſedulity practi- 


ſed in certaine pit gt the Ohriſtian world, th 
have brought t Fr, | 925 Dad doth ſay 2 
man, ſoit is in hazard ti He verified concerning the 
whole religion and ſervice of God, The time thereof 

may peradventure fall out to be threeſcore & ten years, 

or i at 7 doe ſerve, unto fourſcore, what wes, 
p like ts be ſmall joy for them, whatſoever they be that 
ehold it. a 


E Thus 


: (32) 
bes have the beſt 2 * beene overthrowne, 
not ſo much by puiffance, and might of ad- 
verſaties, as through delect of counſell 
"IVEY in knew, ſhould have 
" upheld and defend. 
ed the ſame. 


